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Ford SA’s Sim-Racing Championship Went Down to the Wire

· Eleven sim-racers made the final round of Ford South Africa’s #LockdownLaps championship

· The race was livestreamed on Ford South Africa’s YouTube channel

· Ryan Berrington-Smith becomes Ford South Africa’s first local sim-racing champion

PRETORIA, SOUTH AFRICA, 06 August 2020 – Eleven of South Africa’s best sim-racers provided a thrilling climax on Saturday, 1 August 2020 in Ford South Africa’s inaugural #LockdownLaps sim-racing competition. The final race went down to the wire with a last-minute overtake by Ryan Berrington-Smith to become champion.
The #LockdownLaps competition grabbed the attention of more than 200 South African sim-racers, all keen to measure their speed on the competition’s erstwhile leaderboard. These racers, of all ages and backgrounds, were then whittled down to the fastest 76 a week later - the others eliminated by the smallest of margins during an intense qualifying session. To ensure that everyone who progressed stood a fair chance of reaching the final race, the drivers were mixed into several pools, with each driver trying to accumulate the most points during three championship rounds.   
With access to Gran Turismo’s virtual garage replete with historic and modern Fords as well as the equally spectacular circuits that hosted them, the close racing in each round was the result of countless hours and virtual mileage logged by these sim-racers. 
“The #LockdownLaps competition has provided weekly entertainment for motorsport fans and has visibly elevated the level of sim-racing competition in South Africa as well as its overall perception. The level of realism and detail brought the Ford Performance brand to life in every home, which is especially poignant during social distancing. This first-of-its-kind competition proves that Ford is always thinking of new ways to engage and entertain its customers and fans”, says Neale Hill, MD of Ford Motor Company of Southern Africa.
The competition officially roared to life on 11 July 2020 at Laguna Seca in the Ford Focus ST, followed by Willow Springs in the hallowed Ford GT. The final twist came from the completely original rally course, Fisherman’s Ranch, with Ford’s F150 Raptor. Adding to the occasion, many sim-racers took the time to add a little personalised flair to race car paint and liveries, including Ford Performance logos and the South African flag. 
To test the mettle of SA’s top 11 sim-racers, the remaining challenge between them and the prizes was the Mount Panorama Circuit – famous for the Bathurst 12-Hour endurance race. 
Besides being steeped in Ford Mustang lore, Mount Panorama is a venue that’s also unforgiving and ensured that concentration levels could not lapse for the 40 minutes of racing. To make it more special, Ford South Africa’s YouTube channel livestreamed the entire event with commentary – a first for the channel!  
The final race wasn’t only about outright speed and precision driving; strategy options for fuel and tyres sparked a fascinating tactical battle that saw the leaderboard change several times. Stephan Wessels led cleanly away from pole position but a spin at the halfway mark tightened up the field once more with the top two drivers jostling towards a grandstand finish. A perfectly-timed slipstream on the penultimate lap gave Ryan Berrington-Smith the lead, which he defended flawlessly until the finish line. One of the favourites throughout the competition was Kaylan Leigh Mawa but he had to settle for a commendable third spot following a disastrous qualifying session as well as a spin on the first lap. Stephan Wessels fought hard for victory but ultimately had to settle for a close-run second place.
“It's been great to have a car manufacturer involved in the world of sim-racing. As someone who dreams of racing real cars, it's great that Ford South Africa is a little bit closer to ‘us’ and seeing what we can do in the sim racing world”, said an ecstatic Ryan Berrington-Smith (known as Berries150 on his profile) after the event. “Thank you to Ford South Africa for this incredible competition.” 
Reflecting on his victory, he said, “I told myself that the race wasn't over yet. I used the slipstream to pull the same move on Stephan that he used on me the lap before and got myself back into the lead. I held the inside line into the last corner and kept the lead over the finish line. It was an awesome battle with great driving and respect shown by Stephan.”
“Ford South Africa would like to thank every sim-racer for taking part, giving up their weeknights and weekends and for the incredible support throughout,” concludes Neale Hill. Well done to our top three sim-racers who have forever etched their name in Ford South Africa’s sim-racing history.
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Read the latest news from Ford South Africa by visiting the Newsroom: 
https://www.ford.co.za/about-ford/newsroom/
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About Ford Motor Company
Ford Motor Company (NYSE: F) is a global company based in Dearborn, Michigan. The company designs, manufactures, markets and services a full line of Ford cars, trucks, SUVs, electrified vehicles and Lincoln luxury vehicles, provides financial services through Ford Motor Credit Company and is pursuing leadership positions in electrification; mobility solutions, including self-driving services; and connected services.  Ford employs approximately 188,000 people worldwide. For more information regarding Ford, its products and Ford Motor Credit Company, please visit www.corporate.ford.com or www.quickpic.co.za - follow us at www.facebook.com/FordSouthAfrica , www.twitter.com/FordSouthAfrica , www.instagram.com/FordSouthAfrica  or www.youtube.com/FordSouthAfrica
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