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Wading Through the Urban Jungle as the Rains set in

· Certain Ford Rangers have been designed to handle a wading depth up to 850mm 

· Extra grip from the 4x4 system can be engaged electronically and on the move

· Always check your surroundings for the best route and drive through water slowly


PRETORIA, SOUTH AFRICA, 12 October 2020 – Thunderstorms and flash floods can create chaos for drivers, often slowing traffic movement in the city and turning gravel roads into slippery mud. 
Even experienced drivers are reluctant to navigate flooded roads and low bridges, especially in areas they are unfamiliar with. With Johannesburg’s first rains of the new season, and Cape Town’s recent downpours, venturing through deep water is inevitable. Often, it’s just enough to get the tyres wet but with a water wading depth between 600mm and 850mm depending on derivative, Ford Rangers are capable of much more than just dipping their toes in the water.
Smart design, clever engineering and exhaustive testing by teams across the globe ensure you can depend on the Ranger’s capability and ability when the going gets wet!  
Smart Design
Great wading capability starts with great design. The engineering team at Ford packaged all the important parts required to keep the engine and electrical systems up and out of any water. The air intake, alternator and electrical components were positioned as high as they could be in the engine bay.
Ranger’s handsome front-end design is also engineered to aid in wading. Hitting unseen flood water even at a mere 25km/h can severely damage a vehicle that is not designed for water wading. The smart design of the front end of the Ranger disperses the force of the water to maintain traction to its tyres. Also, when wading through the water, the front end creates a bow wave to push water away from the engine’s air intake.
Safely Wading through Water
When the need arises, would you know how to safely wade through flood waters? Even though the Ranger is Built Ford Tough to withstand water wading, there are certain things to keep in mind to keep you and your passengers safe.
1. Check your surroundings and the depth of the water
This is the most important part of water wading. If you can, get down from your vehicle and inspect the area you are crossing. Ask yourself these four questions during the inspection to help yourself decide if you want to proceed. Can you tell the depth of the flood? Are there any obstacles in the way? Can you see a suitable exit point? Is there a water current? 

You can use the Ranger’s wheels to let you know if the depth of the flood water is safe to cross or not. For 4x4 Rangers the water depth should not cross the fender arch above your front wheels. For standard 4x2 Rangers, the water should not cover the whole tyre.  
If there are obstacles in your way or if you cannot see a suitable exit point, then don’t cross. You want to keep going in a single direction to avoid hitting curbs. Seeing the exit point or where the flood subsides is important, because the depth could increase as you progress through the water. 
2. Set your vehicle up
Certain models of Ranger are equipped with four-wheel-drive which can be easily activated. Firstly, shift into Neutral (N)then, using the Electronic Shift-on-the-fly, switch to the four-low (4L) setting. This will activate four-wheel-drive and the low range gearbox, providing power to all four wheels and keep you in a lower speed while still being in the optimum power band.
3. Slow and steady
This is not a race. Move through the water slowly to create a small bow wave in front of your vehicle. Your main objective is to maintain that bow wave, and not let the water go over the bonnet. If water begins to wash over the bonnet, you are going too fast. 
4. Let the Ranger do the work
When wading, remember your speed and be gentle with the throttle. This also goes for exiting the flooded area, do not suddenly accelerate out. Let the Ranger’s capabilities pull you out of the water. It’s tempting to want to get across as quickly as possible and burst out of the water on the other side, but you risk bumping into submerged objects with undue force or creating issues for yourself. 
5. Check your vehicle
To ensure your safety as you continue with your journey you can do these simple tests to check if important systems were not affected by the flood water.
· Press the brake pedal lightly to check the brakes are functioning. Give the brakes some time to dry off
· Check that the hooter works
· Check that the headlamps and the brake lights are working
· Check that the power steering is working and requires no additional effort to turn
After any water crossing, make sure to give your vehicle a thorough wash. It is also recommended to visit your preferred Ford dealership to get your vehicle inspected. Remember, your safety is paramount - only cross deep floods and low-lying bridges if it is absolutely necessary. 
“The first rains can often be even more hazardous than wet weather in the middle of a rainy season because it lifts the oil and debris that collected over winter,” says Derek Kirkby training director at Driving Skills For Life. “Leave a greater following distance, avoid water that has pooled on the roads and brake earlier and with more caution. Give yourself more travel time so you do not have to rush in bad weather.”
Drive through water in an emergency ONLY and not as part of normal driving.
Engine damage can occur if water enters the air filter. 
**Check your owners manual for your vehicle’s specifications wade or check your local Ford website for a specification sheet before attempting to water wade. 
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Read the latest news from Ford South Africa by visiting the Newsroom: 
https://www.ford.co.za/about-ford/newsroom/
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About Ford Motor Company
Ford Motor Company (NYSE: F) is a global company based in Dearborn, Michigan. The company designs, manufactures, markets and services a full line of Ford cars, trucks, SUVs, electrified vehicles and Lincoln luxury vehicles, provides financial services through Ford Motor Credit Company and is pursuing leadership positions in electrification; mobility solutions, including self-driving services; and connected services.  Ford employs approximately 188,000 people worldwide. For more information regarding Ford, its products and Ford Motor Credit Company, please visit www.corporate.ford.com / www.ford.co.za or www.quickpic.co.za - follow us at www.facebook.com/FordSouthAfrica , www.twitter.com/FordSouthAfrica , www.instagram.com/FordSouthAfrica  or www.youtube.com/FordSouthAfrica
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