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Drivers Increasingly Making the Shift to Automatic
Transmission Models Points Way to Electrified Future
COLOGNE, Germany, July 13, 2020 – More and more European drivers are choosing vehicles with automatic
transmissions, according to new sales data from Ford.
In the last three years alone, the number of cars and vans Ford has sold with an automatic transmission has more than
tripled from 10.4 per cent in 2017 to 31.3 per cent during the first month of 2020. 1
“Among the many benefits of automatic transmissions are that they enable drivers to enjoy the very latest driver assist
technology, making everything, from parking to stop-start traffic, easier and more comfortable,” said Roelant de Waard,
vice president, Marketing, Sales & Service, Ford of Europe. “We expect to see this trend continue as in the future more
and more people move into electric vehicles — establishing automatic transmissions as the norm.”
Ford has offered automatic transmissions for almost 70 years. But today’s sophisticated technology is a far cry from the
pioneering Ford-O-Matic that offered just three forward gears.
From reducing cabin noise to helping alleviate car sickness, modern day automatic transmissions offer many benefits.
These include facilitating technologies that enable drivers, when using Adaptive Cruise Control, to pull away
automatically after coming to a complete halt in stop-start traffic – or to park at the push of a button. 2
The FordPass app also enables drivers of select Ford vehicles with automatic transmission to start the engine remotely,
useful for climatising the cabin to a comfortable temperature and for de-icing the windscreen on cold mornings. 3
Small and medium cars driving trend
The trend is in part being driven by the increasing number of drivers selecting small- and medium-sized cars with an
automatic transmission.
Ford cars that are increasingly being specified with automatic transmissions include the Focus, with 30.9 per cent of
models sold with an automatic transmission in January of this year compared with 7 per cent of models in 2017.
Fiesta and Puma models can also now be specified with an automatic transmission that offers fuel efficiency
improvements of up to 15 per cent compared to the equivalent previous Fiesta model. 4
Automatic vans on the rise
Similarly, when it comes to vans, 31 per cent of Ford commercial vehicles sold in January incorporated automatic
transmissions, compared with 13.4 per cent in 2017.
During the same month, 19 per cent of Transit models sold were equipped with automatic transmissions compared with
4.7 per cent of models in 2017.
In 2019, across the five big European markets, the highest proportion of Ford vehicles sold with automatic transmissions
were for Germany, followed by for France, the U.K., Spain and Italy.

The road ahead
Automatic transmissions point towards an increasingly electrified future with cars that do not require drivers to make
gear changes – and beyond that, the introduction of the self-driving car.
The new all-electric Mustang Mach-E can actually be driven with one pedal, as the regenerative braking slows the car
to such an extent when the accelerator is lifted that the brake pedal is rarely needed.
###
1. Vehicles offering automatic transmissions included in the data analysis of all sales channels from 20 countries in
Europe are: C-MAX, EcoSport, Fiesta, Focus, Galaxy, Mondeo, Mustang, Ranger, S#MAX, Tourneo Connect, Tourneo
Custom, Transit, Transit Connect and Transit Custom. Edge and Kuga were excluded as the transmission data was
not fully available. The data analysis includes a small percentage of “unknown”, where the transmission data was not
available for some vehicles. The unknown figures are 10.6% (2017), 4.8% (2018), 0.7% (2019), 0.9% (2020). 2020 data
includes January.
2. If a stop is longer than three seconds, driver must intervene and press “RES” button or accelerator pedal to resume
system operation. Driver-assist features are supplemental and do not replace the driver’s attention, judgement and need
to control the vehicle.
3. Remote start feature available in regions where permitted by law. The key must be present inside the vehicle for it
to be driven.
4. The declared fuel/energy consumptions, CO2-emissions and electric range are determined according to the technical
requirements and specifications of the European Regulations (EC) 715/2007 and (EU) 2017/1151 as last amended.
Light Duty Vehicle type-approved using the World Harmonised Light Vehicle Test Procedure (WLTP) will have fuel/
energy consumption and CO2-emission information for New European Drive Cycle (NEDC) and WLTP. WLTP will
fully replace the NEDC latest by the end of the year 2020. The applied standard test procedures enable comparison
between different vehicle types and different manufacturers. During NEDC phase-out, WLTP fuel consumption and CO2
emissions are being correlated back to NEDC. There will be some variance to the previous fuel economy and emissions
as some elements of the tests have altered, so the same car might have different fuel consumption and CO2 emissions.
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About Ford Motor Company
Ford Motor Company is a global company based in Dearborn, Michigan. The company designs, manufactures,
markets and services a full line of Ford cars, trucks, SUVs, electrified vehicles and Lincoln luxury vehicles, provides
financial services through Ford Motor Credit Company and is pursuing leadership positions in electrification;
mobility solutions, including self-driving services; and connected services.# Ford employs approximately 188,000
people worldwide. For more information regarding Ford, its products and Ford Motor Credit Company, please visit
www.corporate.ford.com.

Ford of Europe
is responsible for producing, selling and servicing Ford brand vehicles in 50 individual markets and employs
approximately 45,000 employees at its wholly owned facilities and consolidated joint ventures and approximately
59,000 people when unconsolidated businesses are included. In addition to Ford Motor Credit Company, Ford Europe
operations include Ford Customer Service Division and 19 manufacturing facilities (12 wholly owned facilities and
seven unconsolidated joint venture facilities). The first Ford cars were shipped to Europe in 1903 – the same year Ford
Motor Company was founded. European production started in 1911.

