FORD MEDIA CENTER

Ford Fund to Honor Exemplary African American Women at
Congressional Black Caucus Annual Legislative Conference
• Ford is serving as title sponsor of the Sojourner Truth Women’s Leadership Reception for the seventh consecutive
year, honoring women of the Congressional Black Caucus
• Special honors will go to Dr. Mae Jemison, celebrating the 25th anniversary of her historic flight as the first
African American woman to travel in space, and former Labor Secretary Alexis Herman, the 23rd secretary of
labor for the United States
• This year’s Woman of the Year award will be presented to Congresswoman Maxine Waters, with a special tribute
performance by Grammy-nominated singer Ledisi
WASHINGTON, D.C., Sept. 20, 2017 – Ford Motor Company Fund, the philanthropic arm for Ford Motor Company,
continues its support of the accomplishments of women at the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation’s 47th Annual
Legislative Conference through its sponsorship of the Sojourner Truth Women’s Leadership Reception. The reception
will be held Thursday at 8 p.m. and feature an exclusive performance by Grammy-nominated singer Ledisi. The gathering
takes place at the National Museum of Women in the Arts, 1250 New York Ave., NW, Washington, D.C.
The reception supports the Sojourner Truth Legacy Project, an initiative of the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation
to support and develop leadership skills for African American women. It honors the legacy of strength, service and
perseverance of abolitionist Sojourner Truth, who continues to inspire new generations of women.
“Ford Fund and the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation’s Annual Legislative Conference are thrilled to share in the
celebration of three leaders who have paved the way for young women to reach their dreams,” said Pamela Alexander,
director, community development, Ford Motor Company Fund. “We are pleased to continue our partnership with the
women of the Congressional Black Caucus to celebrate the Sojourner Truth Legacy Project at the Women’s Leadership
Reception.”
Featuring numerous influential advocates of change, the reception also celebrates trailblazers who continue to be
outspoken champions for women, people of color and underserved communities. Ford Fund and the Congressional Black
Caucus Foundation’s Annual Legislative Conference will present Dr. Mae Jemison and former U.S. Secretary of Labor
Alexis Herman with the Woman of Truth award. The award is given to women excelling in leadership and commitment
to the spirit of Sojourner Truth. Jemison is being honored for her contributions to science, technology, engineering and
math initiatives, as well as the 25th anniversary of her historic flight into space. Herman is being recognized as a “hidden
figure,” women around the globe who have made contributions to government as a civil servant.
Congresswoman Maxine Waters, Democrat of California and ranking member of the financial services committee, will
be presented with the Woman of the Year award by her Congressional Black Caucus Foundation colleagues.
Each year, the foundation’s Annual Legislative Conference features events to provide African American members of
Congress an opportunity to discuss their work on legislative issues and to engage attendees on policies critical to their
communities.
Ford Motor Company’s support of the African American community dates back to the early 20th century when Ford was
the largest employer of African Americans in the auto industry. Ford is building on its longtime support with signature
initiatives that include:

• Building on a century-long commitment to supporting the African American community with a $1 million
donation to the Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture. The Ford Fund
donation is in support of the museum’s capital campaign and key programs
• Major sponsorship of a monument to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. in Washington, D.C., with contributions of $2
million so far. Ford also provided major financial support that enabled the bust of Sojourner Truth to become
the first of an African American woman to be installed at the U.S. Capitol
• Ford Freedom Unsung celebrates individuals who have made significant contributions in their communities while
inspiring others to also have a positive impact. In addition to national recognitions, the program has traveled to
Los Angeles, Kansas City, Anchorage, Atlanta and Indianapolis to honor unsung heroes. Ford Freedom Unsung
launched in 2012
Ford Motor Company supports programs that make a positive difference in the neighborhoods and communities where
the company does business.

About Ford Motor Company
Ford Motor Company (NYSE: F) is a global company based in Dearborn, Michigan. The company designs,
manufactures, markets and services a full line of Ford cars, trucks, SUVs, electrified vehicles and Lincoln luxury
vehicles, provides financial services through Ford Motor Credit Company and is pursuing leadership positions
in electrification; mobility solutions, including self-driving services; and connected services. Ford employs
approximately 187,000 people worldwide. For more information regarding Ford, its products and Ford Motor Credit
Company, please visit corporate.ford.com.

