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Ford is Ready to Roll as the Official Vehicle of
America’s Thanksgiving Parade - a Detroit Holiday
Tradition

• Ford will again be the driving force in America’s Thanksgiving Parade with more than 45 Ford
vehicles pulling floats and transporting celebrities for the big event
• The all-new Ford Expedition will lead the annual community celebration and the Mobility One
float will showcase Ford’s innovative future and legendary past
• Ford is joining with Gleaners Community Food Bank and The Parade Company to encourage
members of the community to help feed the hungry this holiday season
DETROIT, Nov. 17, 2017 – A new and expanded fleet of Ford SUVs will be doing the heavy hauling
when the 91st edition of America’s Thanksgiving Parade - one of Ford Motor Company’s signature
community events - rolls along Woodward Avenue in downtown Detroit. The parade on November
23 will be led by a trio of Ford SUVs - the all-new Ford Expedition, the legendary Ford Explorer and
the all-new Ford EcoSport - the smallest of Ford’s sport utility vehicles.
As the official vehicle of America’s Thanksgiving Parade, more than 45 Ford cars, trucks and SUVs
will power the annual tradition by carrying celebrities and pulling the magnificent floats, including
Ford’s Mobility One.
This year’s theme is “Woodward!! Avenue of Dreams!” – a celebration of Detroit’s main thoroughfare,
a revitalized downtown, and completion of the city’s new QLline streetcar system. Woodward
Avenue has served as the route of holiday dreams for generations of Detroiters, who line the
sidewalks year after year to kick off the season and catch a glimpse of Santa Claus coming to town.
Ford Motor Company has been a driving force in the Motor City for 100-plus years, and Mobility
One features a timeline view of the company’s rich history of innovation and its acceleration into
the digital age of smart mobility and autonomous vehicles. Ford Volunteer Corps members will ride
aboard Mobility One, while others will walk alongside the float dressed in futuristic costumes.
Grammy-nominated singer/songwriter Big Sean - a participant in Ford Fund’s Men of Courage
project - will serve as grand marshal, along with fellow Detroiter and long-time broadcaster Carmen
Harlan.
“Generations of men, women and children have cherished memories of the parade and the joy and
excitement they shared as a family,” said Jim Vella, president, Ford Motor Company Fund. “Ford
is proud to support America’s Thanksgiving Parade, the Ford Fireworks and so many other social
activities that enrich our community life and make us all Detroiters.”
Paving the way for the parade is the annual Hob Nobble Gobble presented by Ford taking place
tonight at Ford Field. Carnival rides, games and family entertainment of all kinds highlight this night
of fun to benefit The Parade Company.

Ford Fund, which works year-round to help people access basic needs and services, is once again
joining up with The Parade Company and Gleaners Community Food Bank to feed the hungry.
Gleaners reports there are more than 670,000 people in southeast Michigan – including 200,000plus children – who do not know where their next meal will come from. A $20 donation can feed a
family for a week. Contributions can be made at gcfb.org or by calling 855.315.FOOD (3663).
Ford Fund is also teaming up again with Detroit Area Agency on Aging as part of the Holiday Meals
on Wheels program – ensuring more than 6,000 homebound seniors can enjoy a Thanksgiving
dinner this year. Ford employees, their families and the community will come together at Valley
Services located at 1980 Bagley in Detroit next Wednesday to assemble freshly prepared meals for
the community.
Over the last 10 years, Ford and Ford Fund have made community investments totaling $166 million
in southeast Michigan. Ford Volunteer Corps members have participated in some 10,000 projects
with non-profit partners. Recent investments include a second Ford Resource and Engagement
Center on Detroit’s east side, support for Cass Community Social Services’ tiny homes neighborhood
project to reduce homelessness, and a fleet of 20 Ford mobile food pantries. Support has also gone
to the Motown Museum expansion and the Detroit Symphony Orchestra’s historic tour of Asia.
The annual Thanksgiving Day parade in Detroit is one of the country’s largest and longest-running.
The parade begins at 8:50 a.m. at Woodward Avenue and Kirby Street near the Detroit Institute of
Arts. The parade will be broadcast live on WDIV-TV from 10 a.m. until Noon.

About Ford Motor Company
Ford Motor Company is a global company based in Dearborn, Michigan.The company designs,
manufactures, markets and services a full line of Ford cars, trucks, SUVs, electrified vehicles
and Lincoln luxury vehicles, provides financial services through Ford Motor Credit Company and
is pursuing leadership positions in electrification, autonomous vehicles and mobility solutions.
Ford employs approximately 203,000 people worldwide.For more information regarding Ford,its
productsand Ford Motor Credit Company,please visitwww.corporate.ford.com.

About Ford Motor Company Fund
Ford Motor Company Fund is the philanthropic arm of Ford Motor Company. Ford Fund works
with community and global partners to advance education, safe driving and community life. Ford
Motor Company Fund has operated for more than 67 years with ongoing funding from Ford Motor
Company. Ford Driving Skills for Life is free, interactive, hands-on safety training focused on skill
development and driving techniques, while addressing inexperience, distractions and impaired
driving. Innovation in education is encouraged through Ford Blue Oval Scholars, Ford Driving
Dreams, Ford Next Generation Learning and other innovative programs that enhance high school
learning and provide college scholarships and university grants. The Ford Volunteer Corps enlists
more than 30,000 Ford employees and retirees each year to work on local projects that strengthen
their communities and improve people’s lives in more than 40 countries around the world. For
more information, visithttp://community.ford.com.

