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Ford Reduces North America Production to Help Keep
Workforce Safe, Boosting Coronavirus Containment Efforts
• Production at Ford’s U.S., Canadian and Mexican manufacturing facilities will be halted after Thursday
evening’s shifts to March 30 to thoroughly clean and sanitize the company’s plants
• UAW and Ford leaders will work together on how to best structure plant restart plans – along with health and
safety procedures aimed at helping keep the workforce safe
• Ford is taking additional production-related actions as the American government restricts travel and personal
contact, affecting vehicle sales and component suppliers throughout the country. Pandemic conditions, national
restrictions, supplier constraints and dealer stock requirements will be continually re-evaluated
DEARBORN, Mich., March 18, 2020 – Following Thursday evening shifts, Ford is temporarily suspending production
at its manufacturing sites in North America to March 30 to thoroughly clean its facilities to protect its workforce and
boost containment efforts for the COVID-19 coronavirus.
“We’re continuing to work closely with union leaders, especially the United Auto Workers, to find ways to help keep our
workforce healthy and safe – even as we look at solutions for continuing to provide the vehicles customers really want
and need,” said Kumar Galhotra, Ford’s president of North America. “In these unprecedented times, we’re exploring
unique and creative solutions to support our workforce, customers, dealers, suppliers and communities.”
UAW and Ford leaders will work together in the coming weeks on plant restart plans as well as exploring additional
protocols and procedures for helping prevent the spread of the virus. Chief among them: finding ways to maximize social
distancing among plant workers – both during work hours and at shift change, when large numbers of people typically
gather at entry and exit points and maximizing cleaning times between shift changes.
“Today’s action is the prudent thing to do. By taking a shutdown and working through next steps, we protect UAW
members, their families and the community,” said Rory Gamble, president of the UAW. “We have time to review best
practices when the plants reopen, and we prevent the possible spread of this pandemic. We commend Ford for working
with us and taking this bold step.”
Ford temporarily closed Michigan Assembly Plant (MAP) final assembly building this morning after an employee tested
positive for the COVID-19 coronavirus and is thoroughly cleaning and disinfecting the building, as promised as part of
the company’s coronavirus emergency response protocol. MAP will halt production to March 30.
In addition, the company will instruct people who have had direct contact with that infected employee to self-quarantine
and get medical attention. Those who have had close contact to those who have had direct contact are asked watch for
symptoms and seek medical attention if they feel unwell.
The move to temporarily close plants follows Sunday’s news that Ford leaders are forming a Coronavirus Task Force
along with UAW, General Motors Co. and Fiat Chrysler leaders to implement enhanced protections for manufacturing
and warehouse employees at all three companies. Ford Executive Chairman Bill Ford and President and CEO Jim Hackett,
UAW President Rory Gamble, GM Chairman and CEO Mary Barra, and FCA CEO Michael Manley are leading the task
force. The three companies formed a similar task force in Canada.
“Together, we’ll continue finding solutions and best practices that help keep workers at our plants and parts distribution
centers healthy and safe throughout our operations,” said Gary Johnson, chief manufacturing and labor affairs officer.

In addition, Ford vehicle manufacturing sites in Cologne and Saarlouis in Germany, together with the Craiova facility
in Romania, will temporarily halt production starting Thursday. Ford’s Valencia assembly and engine facility in Spain
already temporarily halted production from Monday, after three workers were confirmed with coronavirus over the past
weekend.
On Monday, Ford asked all salaried employees – except those performing business critical roles that can’t be done off
site – to work remotely until further notice.
“Especially in these challenging times, we must continue working together and putting people first,” Galhotra said.

About Ford Motor Company
Ford Motor Company is a global company based in Dearborn, Michigan. The company designs, manufactures, markets
and services a full line of Ford cars, trucks, SUVs, electrified vehicles and Lincoln luxury vehicles, provides financial
services through Ford Motor Credit Company and is pursuing leadership positions in electrification, autonomous
vehicles and mobility solutions. Ford employs approximately 190,000 people worldwide. For more information
regarding Ford, its products and Ford Motor Credit Company, please visit corporate.ford.com.

About United Auto Workers (UAW)
The UAW represents over 400,000 members in the United States, Canada and Puerto Rico.

